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Have you ever been to the South in the summer and
seen this beautiful shrub or small tree blooming and
wonder what it is?

Most of the time what you have seen is the crapemyrtle.
Have you ever wondered if they will grow here? Yes, they
will grow here, but we must treat them a little differently
than they do in the South.

The crapemyrtle’s scientific name is Lagerstroemia.
Most of them are for Zone 6. The United States is divided
into hardiness zones. The Scott County area is considered
high Zone 6 or low Zone 5. The map has changed some
over the past 30 years. Zone 6 is suppose to have an aver-
age minimum temperature in the winter of 0° to -10°F.

What does this mean to us trying to grow the crape-
myrtle in Kansas? It means we should grow crapemyrtles
that are Zone 5 hardiness types in my mind. Lucky for us
they have some that are hardy into Zone 5.

The crapemyrtles being grown in the west-central
Kansas area die completely back to the ground, just like a
peony plant. But the crapemyrtle will not start greening
up and growing from the ground roots until it gets good
and hot in June. Then in the summer it grows rapidly.
Some varieties will be 3 feet tall and | have seen some in
Kansas get 6 feet tall.

But, let me tell you again, they will not green up until
June! | have had so many customers tell me over the years
that their crapemyrtle was awesome last summer and then
they tell me it never greened up in May, so they dug it up
and threw it away!

Big mistake! Wait until June.

To read this column online go to:
www.kansasprepfootball.com/Green%20Haus.htm
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